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IGNITE CREATIVITY & DISCOVERY WHERE 
SCIENCE & ART COLLIDE 
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Map current informal learning 
structures across Europe



IRELAND: 84 
ORGANISATIONS 

Geographical Distribution 

Biggest groups are: 
Science Centres 
Afterschool 
Festival / Fair 
Makerspace 
Summer Camp 
Museums 
May be missing individuals/small groups 



Why a network?  

Added value for members through: 
• Professional Development 
• Capacity Building 
• Collaboration opportunities 
• Joined up thinking - sharing of resource & 

expertise 
• Professionalisation & advocating for better 

working conditions 
• Social element



Evidence Based Approach - what are 
the best practices in forming a 
network? 

National Informal STEM Education Network (USA) 

Research & Practice Collaboratory (USA) 

The Hive (USA) 

ISOTOPE - Informing Science Outreach & Public 

Engagement (UK) 

NCCPE (UK) 

InformalScience.org



Evidence Based Inspiration 
National Informal STEM Education Network (NISE 

NET - USA) Publication 



Values:Leadership Structure:

Core annual activities:
First major achievement 
should be:

Funding Model:

Other thoughts?



SHARE BACK & DISCUSSION


